
DATE:		June 12th, 2026
TIME: 		10:30 AM
NEBRASKA RACING & GAMING COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MEETING
LOCATION: 	NRGC Headquarters 

	PRESENT:                                                                       
	

	Dennis P. Lee Chairman 
Janell Beveridge Vice Chairperson
	IN ABSENTIA:
Helen Feller Commissioner

	John Barrett Commissioner

	Randall Conroy Commissioner
	

	Chris Stinson Commissioner
	

	Antonio Gomez Commissioner
	

	
	



Chairman Lee convened the meeting at 10:34 AM in compliance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84‑1411. Notice of the meeting was published in the Lincoln Journal Star twice, on May 26th and on June 2nd, 2026. Additionally, copies of such notice were sent to those on the Racing and Gaming Commission agenda mailing list. Notification was given to the public of the Open Meetings Act and its location for public view.
Chairman Lee noted for the record that a quorum of six commissioners was present, with Commissioner Feller absent.

OUTLINE OF MEETING AND DETAIL OF AGENDA
Chairman Lee noted that while the meeting will adhere to the outlined agenda, but the usual order has been adjusted, with many items out of their normal order, noting the early start, the movement of executive session, and the addition of the hearings. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES AND FINANCIAL REPORTS
April meeting minutes: Commissioner Conroy moved, seconded by Commissioner Beveridge, to approve April 10, 2026 Meeting Minutes.
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.
Financials: Commissioner Gomez moved, seconded by Commissioner Barrett, to approve the April and May 2026 Financial Reports.
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett 
Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SALARY INCREASE
Casey Ricketts is exempt (at-will) from the automatic market increase, therefore bringing before the Commission for approval of the salary market adjustment
Chairman Lee moved, Commissioner Conroy 2nd to approve a 3.25% salary increase that will take effect July 1st, 2026
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.


HEARING – DAVE ANDERSON
John Walker, appearing on behalf of trainer Dave Anderson. 
Summary of violation: A horse trained by Mr. Anderson was found to have impermissible levels of a prohibited drug and prohibited items found. Staff and Mr. Walker worked together, and a Stipulated Resolution was agreed upon pending approval from the Commission, with a suspension of 4 (four) years, running concurrently with the ban from Fonner Park for one (1) year. The suspension commenced April 9th, 2026, with a conclusion date of April 8th, 2030. Mr. Anderson will not be able to hold a racing license in NE. Director Ricketts agreed to the summary of charges and recommended approval from the Commission. 
Chairman Lee moved, Commissioner Conroy 2nd that the joint Stipulated Resolution entered by Director Ricketts and Mr. Walker and submitted to the Commission be approved. 
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett – no discussion noted.
Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
At 10:49 AM, Chairman Lee called recess to Executive Session to discuss investigative matters. 
Chairman Lee moved, Commissioner Beveridge 2nd to move into Executive Session. 
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett – no discussion noted.
Motion carried. 
The Commission is now off the record
No formal action was taken during Executive Session.

RECONVENE MEETING
 At 11:42 AM, the Commission reconvened in open session. Chairman Lee stated for the record that during Executive Session the Commission discussed pending investigative matters only and took no action.

RECONSIDERATION OF REVIEW TO PROCEED WITH HEARING TO REVOKE LICENSE OF HASTINGS EXPOSITION AND RACING
Chairman Lee moved, Commissioner Conroy 2nd,  to direct the commission to proceed with the hearing to determine whether good cause exists to revoke the Hastings Exposition and Racing license, and in conjunction with that, appoint Ryan Kunhart as Special Investigator and Bill Austin as Hearing Officer 
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.

SIMULCAST CONTRACTS
Beveridge moved, Commissioner Gomez 2nd to approve simulcast contracts for Legacy Downs and Horsemen’s Park.
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.

LEGACY DOWNS RATIFICATION APPROVAL OF AMENDED WAGER FORMAT
Director Ricketts approved changes.
Commissioner Stinson moved, Commissioner Beveridge 2nd, for the ratification to approve amended wager format for June 13 & 14 race days
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.

LAKE MAC CASINO AND RESORT
2026 racing officials and take‑out rates were presented.
Commissioner Conroy moved, Commissioner Beveridge  2nd, to approve Lake Mac racing officials 
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.
Chairman Lee moved, Commissioner Beveridge 2nd to approve take out rates 
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.

COLUMBUS-CER
2026 officials and take out rates were presented
Commissioner Beveridge moved, Commissioner Barrett 2nd to approve CER officials
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.
Commissioner Beveridge moved, Commissioner Gomez 2nd to approve CER take out rates 
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE
a. New NRGC Staff
1. Neicha Rife -executive assistant	
2. Alysse Jorgenson – HR assistant
3. Alex Kiihne – Accounting & Finance Specialist
4. Steve Hernandez -Accountant I

b. Gaming Tax
c. Violation Updates from April 10-current
d. Maher Duessall-onsite visit
e. Commission of Problem Gaming moving into NRGC office June 22
f. Nebraska State Patrol notification of fingerprinting price increase to $80
               Informational purposes only, no motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
~Lynn McNally for HBPA wanted to inform the Commission that Wally Wollesen had resigned as President of the HBPA, Mark Lemberg will be interim-President and will serve out the rest of Wally Wolleson’s term, which runs until Summer of 2027.

~Sean Lavery of Fraser Stryker for Prairie Thunder Casino (PTC), asking for the Commission to reconsider removing the prior conditions that were set August 15th, 2025, restricting Elite from providing payments to PTC as a condition of HER and Elite receiving their operating license. Chairman Lee felt it was premature to take any action at this time. 

CHAIRMAN LEE CALLS RECESS FOR LUNCH AT 12:04 PM

CHAIRMAN LEE CALLS SESSION BACK TO ORDER AT 1:08PM

LICENSE HEARING APPEAL –SEAN PERRY
Barry Lake representing Sean Perry, Deputy Director Laurie Holman representing NRGC
Chairman Lee noted he had brief, private conversations with both parties directly prior to the introduction of the agenda item, the purpose to determine if there could be any preliminary stipulations that would be reached.
Mr. Lake requested a continuance. With no objection from Ms. Holman, Chairman Lee brings a motion that the Commission grant Mr. Lake’s request for continuance on this evidentiary hearing, Commissioner Beveridge 2nd.  Chairman Lee advised that there will be no
more continuances granted and that the NRGC will retain a hearing officer, with the burden of proof being on the Commission. The hearing officer will be advised that the Commission will serve the hearing officer's recommendation for review as an agenda item at the
August 21st Commission meeting.
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.


ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Beveridge moved to adjourn the meeting, Commission Gomez 2nd.
Voting Aye: Conroy, Stinson, Gomez, Beveridge, Lee, Barrett
Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 1:37 PM.

The next Commission Meeting will be August 21st, 2026, at 1:30 PM in Columbus, Nebraska.
