
DATE:		April 10, 2026
TIME: 		1:30 PM
NEBRASKA RACING & GAMING COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MEETING
LOCATION: 	4-H  Café – Fonner Park

	PRESENT:
	Janell Beveridge Vice Chairperson

	Dennis P. Lee Chairman 
	Antonio Gomez Commissioner

	John Barrett Commissioner

	Randall Conroy Commissioner
	

	Chris Stinson Commissioner
	

	Helen Feller Commissioner
	

	
	



Chairman Lee convened the meeting at 1:36 PM in compliance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84‑1411. Notice of the meeting was published in the Lincoln Journal Star on April 3, 2026. Additionally, copies of such notice were sent to those on the Racing and Gaming Commission agenda mailing list. Notification was given to the public of the Open Meetings Act and its location for public view.
Chairman Lee noted for the record that a quorum of seven commissioners was present.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONER ANTONIO GOMEZ
Chairman Lee stated that before proceeding to the next item on the agenda he wished to introduce newly appointed Commissioner Antonio “Tony” Gomez. Chairman Lee reported that Commissioner Gomez was confirmed by the Nebraska Legislature earlier in the week and welcomed him to the Commission.
Commissioner Gomez briefly introduced himself and expressed appreciation for the opportunity to serve.
This was for informational purposes only. No motion was carried.

REAPPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONER DENNIS P. LEE
Chairman Lee noted for the record that he had been reappointed by Governor Jim Pillen to the Nebraska Racing and Gaming Commission for another term. Chairman Lee thanked the Governor and the Legislature for their continued confidence and stated that he looked forward to continuing to serve as Chair of the Commission.
This was for informational purposes only. No motion was carried.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES AND FINANCIAL REPORTS
Conroy moved, seconded by Feller, to approve January 23, 2026, and March 13, 2026, Meeting Minutes.
Voting Aye: Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Voting Abstain: Beveridge
Motion carried.
Feller moved, seconded by Lee, to approve the January, February, and March 2026 Financial Reports.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.


APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR – RYAN KUNHART
APPOINTMENT OF HEARING OFFICER – BILL AUSTIN
Lee moved, seconded by Feller, to continue the appointments of Special Investigator Ryan Kunhart and Hearing Officer Bill Austin to a subsequent meeting of the Racing and Gaming Commission.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.

SIMULCAST CONTRACTS
Beveridge moved, seconded by Conroy, to approve simulcast contracts for Fonner Park, Legacy Downs, and Horsemen’s Park.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.

ATOKAD DOWNS 
Barrett moved, seconded by Gomez, to approve Atokad Downs construction updates/plan approvals.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.

LEGACY DOWNS
a) Legacy Downs’ list of 2026 racing officials was presented.
Stinson moved, seconded by Conroy, to approve the Legacy Downs racing officials.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.
b) Proposed 2026 wagers, minimums, and take‑out rates for Legacy Downs were presented.
Lee moved, seconded by Conroy, to approve the 2026 wagers, minimums, and take‑out rates for Legacy Downs.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.
c) A construction update and plan approvals for Legacy Downs were then presented, including backside improvements and a test barn, with temporary sanitary arrangements pending extension of city sewer and a commitment to install permanent sewer‑connected facilities once available.
Lee moved, seconded by Beveridge, to approve the Legacy Downs construction updates/plan approvals as presented.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.

HORSEMEN’S PARK
Horsemen’s Park’s 2026 racing officials and take‑out rates were presented.
Conroy moved, seconded by Beveridge, to approve Horsemen’s Park racing officials and take‑out rates.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.








LAKE MAC RACETRACK
a) Lake Mac Racetrack’s 2026 race date changes were presented.
Lee moved, seconded by Conroy, to approve Lake Mac Racetrack live race dates of July 10 and 11, 2026, with four races per day and a 3:00 PM Mountain Time first post.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.
b) Lake Mac Racetrack construction updates/plan approvals were then presented, including the test barn, paddock structure, guard shack, plaza configuration, and jockey shower trailer.
Conroy moved, seconded by Stinson, to approve the Lake Mac Racetrack construction updates/plan approvals.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.

2025 INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL AUDIT OF GAMING OPERATORS AND TRACK OPERATORS
Casey Ricketts, reported on the 2025 independent financial audits submitted by licensed gaming operators and racetrack operators. HER/Ogallala was granted an extension until April 30, 2026.
Informational purposes only, no motion carried.

MEETINGS WITH ASSOCIATIONS
a) Nebraska Thoroughbred Breeders Association, Annie Hines, provided an update on the current Fonner Park meet and reported that the average number of Nebraska bred races per day has increased compared to the 2025 meet.
b) Nebraska Quarter Horse Racing Association and the Nebraska Quarter Horse Breeders Association, Ed Ziemba, reported on Nebraska’s representation on the American Quarter Horse Association Executive Committee and Racing Committee and discussed ongoing efforts to connect owners and breeders with Nebraska licensed trainers and foaling facilities.
c) The Nebraska Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association and the Thoroughbred Racing Associations of Nebraska had no additional updates.
Informational purposes only, no motion carried.

UPDATES FROM AUTHORIZED GAMING OPERATORS
a) Grand Island Casino Resort, General Manager Vince Fiala, reported that first quarter revenues for 2026 were substantially higher than the prior year due to the transition from a temporary casino to a full resort, highlighted recent community contributions through the casino’s “give back” program, and outlined the property’s economic impact and tax contributions to the city, county, and state.
b) Harrah’s Casino Columbus, Senior Vice President and General Manager Tim Howarth, provided an update on current gaming revenues and table game hours, discussed ongoing dealer recruitment and training, and reported on community outreach and volunteer efforts, including monthly food distributions in partnership with the United Way.
c) Lake Mac Casino & Resort, General Manager Thomas Frank, reported continued revenue growth through the winter months despite reduced operating hours, outlined plans to introduce table games around the Fourth of July weekend, and described ongoing community involvement and preparations for the upcoming summer tourism and race season.
d) WarHorse Lincoln, General Manager Dan Stromer, provided an update on first quarter slot, table game, and sports wagering revenues, reported on recent and projected contributions to the Nebraska horsemen from WarHorse Lincoln and WarHorse Omaha, described preparations for the upcoming Legacy Downs race meet, and outlined the planned Phase 3 expansion of the Lincoln facility.
e) WarHorse Omaha, General Manager Steve Ditchkus, reported year‑over‑year increases in slot, table game, and sports wagering revenues since opening the permanent facility, described recent pit expansion and entertainment offerings, discussed plans for an outdoor concert and additional facility enhancements, and reported on preparations for the upcoming Horsemen’s Park live race meet and related parking and crowd‑management improvements.
Informational purposes only, no motion carried.

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE
Casey Ricketts, reported the following:
a) New Staff
a. Test Barn Interns:
i.  Lexie Lilienthal and Kelsey Shotkoski
Gaming Compliance Representative I (Lincoln): Khoi Dinh
Investigator (Ogallala): Shawn Hebbert
b) Gaming Revenue and Tax
a. Year to date gross gaming revenue was approximately $80.4 million.
b. This generated about $16 million in gaming tax.
c. Approximately $11.2 million of that amount was directed to the Property Tax Relief Fund.
c) Voluntary Self Exclusion (VSE) and Fines
a. Year to date, casinos have remitted $26,027.43 related to voluntary self exclusion incidents.
b. The Commission has issued $2,000 in fines for self exclusion compliance violations.
c. All such funds are directed to problem gambling programs.
Informational purposes only, no motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
During public comment, WarHorse CEO Lance Morgan spoke regarding the growth of online “predictive market” platforms and their similarity to mobile sports wagering, expressing concern that such platforms may be offering wager‑like products in Nebraska without being subject to state regulation or taxation. He encouraged the Commission and other state officials to address unlicensed sports‑betting‑type activity and to consider an applicant’s prior conduct in Nebraska if and when statewide mobile sports wagering is authorized. 
Informational purposes only, no motion carried.

HEARING – DAVE ANDERSON
Chairman Lee noted that a hearing regarding owner/trainer Dave Anderson was scheduled on the agenda, arising from a prior stewards’ ruling at Fonner Park. He further explained that the stewards had recently held an additional hearing and issued another ruling involving Mr. Anderson and recommended that all related matters be consolidated for consideration at a later meeting.
Lee moved, seconded by Beveridge, to continue the hearing regarding Dave Anderson and consolidate all related stewards’ rulings for hearing at the June 12, 2026, Commission meeting in Lincoln.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
At 4:44 PM, the Commission went into Executive Session to discuss investigative matters. No formal action was taken during Executive Session.


RECONVENE MEETING
 At 5:36 PM, the Commission reconvened in open session. Chairman Lee stated for the record that during Executive Session the Commission discussed investigative matters only and took no action.

ADJOURNMENT
Lee moved to adjourn the meeting. Stinson seconded the motion.
Voting Aye: Beveridge, Barrett, Conroy, Stinson, Feller, Gomez, Lee
Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 5:36 PM.
The next Commission Meeting will be June 12, 2026, at 1:30 PM in Lincoln, Nebraska.
